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Austra l ia  bans expl ic i t  drama Mat inée 
 
On Thursday the OFLC (Austra l i a ’s  Of f ice of  F i lm and L i te rature Classi f icat i on) not i f ied the  Melbourne 
Underground F i lm Fest iva l  that the f i lm “Ma t inée,”  d i rected by  Jenn i fer  Lyon Be l l  for  B lue Ar t ichoke 
F i lms,  is  the on ly  unrated f i lm  which  they wi l l  not  a l low MUFF to screen,  c i t ing “sexual content” . In  
Austra l ia , f i lm  fest iva ls  must  apply f or  “exempt ions” f or  un rated f i lms. 
 
Mat inée (2009) ,  a dramat ic f i lm  wi th in tense  sexual ly e xpl ic i t  content,  was accepted the Melbourne 
Underground F i lm Fest iva l  (MUFF) and scheduled for  screen ing th is  coming Wednesday August  26. 
 
MUFF is  outraged by the dec is ion  and stands by the f i lm . Today they  re leased an  open le t ter to  the 
OFLC stat ing the i r  be l ie f  that  the dec is ion  is  unfa i r . In  the i r  press re lease to the Austra l ian  media , 
they c i te the  ar t ist ic  mer i t  of  the  f i lm,  inc luding i ts  “subt le , ent i re ly na tura l ist ic  fee l….[and]  h igh ly  
sty l ized ,  en igmat ic  and atmospher ic wor ld” . With  regard  to the  depict ion  of  graph ic  sexual i ty,  they  
point out that the  OFLC has h i stor ica l l y pr i v i leged violent and misogyn is t ic representat i ons of  e xpl ic i t  
sex over the type of  unabashed female sexual  p leasure shown in Matinée .  MUFF contrasts  
Matinée’s ban wi th the  OFLC’s acceptance of  Lars  von T r ie r ’s v iolent sexual ly  expl ic i t  f i lm Ant ichr ist . 
In  the past,  fest iva l  exempt ions have a l so been granted to Shortbus, 9  Songs , and Destr ic ted  – 
where the lat ter  two are much  less s tory-dr iven  than Matinée . 
 
MUFF says they  are consider ing the i r  opt ions,  inc luding hold ing a spec ia l  “c iv i l  d isobedience”  
screen ing in support  of  the f i lm . A screen ing l ike th i s would be in  l ine wi th some of  the i r  past  
protests;  the 2006 OFLC ban of  Tony Comstock ’s  erot ic  documentar y Damon and Hunter: Doing I t  
Together  mot ivated MUFF to hold  a spec ia l  unof f ic ia l  screen ing --which prompt ly  sold  out . A simi lar  
s i tuat ion  in 2007 occurred wi th Comstock ’s Ashley  and Kisha:  F inding the Right  F i t , but in that case 
Melbourne pol ice were di spatched to bar f i lmgoers f rom the venue. 
 
Matinée  is the  story  of  a reserved stage  actress who dec ides to improvise her  onstage  lovescene in 
a bold a ttempt  to  in ject creat iv i ty in to the play.  The i r  improvisat ion  evol ves in to actual  sex  onstage  in 
f ront of  a l i ve audience.  Matinée’s  themes involve trust,  ambit ion , and creat ive  r isk.   
 
Recent ly Matinée  won  the CineKink/NYC f i lm  fest iva l ’s  ju ry award  for  “Best  Narrat i ve F i lm” , and won  
Honorable Ment ion at  the 2009 Femin is t Porn Awards.   I t  was a lso se lected for  the #4  spot  in 
Cosmopol i tan magazine ’s  “5  Best  Sex F i lms For Women” (German  edi t ion , Ju ly  2009) and has been  
featured in top-rank ing Dutch magazines and te lev is ion p rograms, inc luding a var ie ty of  femin is t and 
women’s  magazines. 
 
Matinée  was produced in Amsterdam, Nether lands by an  Amer ican  f i lmmaker,  Jenn i fer  Lyon Be l l ,  
who has been l iv ing in  Amsterdam for 10 years . Matinée  was re leased May 1  and has main ly  
screened in Europe . Be l l ’s  f i lm can  be seen th is  autumn at fest iva l  screen ings wor ldwide and is  
current ly ava i lable  for  sa le on l ine at  www.bluear t ichokef i lms.com. The next  screen ing wi l l  take place 
at the Strasbourg In ternat ional  F i lm Fest iva l  in  France in  ear ly September. 
 
 


