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Synopsis

Stage actors Mariah and Daniel play lovers every night, but their onstage romance lacks spark. One slow afternoon, they discover that todayʼs matinée performance will make or break both their careers. Daniel wants to make big changes, and Mariah starts to wonder: are Danielʼs suggestions reasonable? Or has he lost track of the boundary between actor and character? Rushed to the stage, in front of a live audience, they must ﬁgure it out together. 
Matinée is an award-winning sexually explicit drama intended to bridge the gap between art ﬁlm and sex ﬁlm. The ﬁlm showcases Steven McAlistair (Scotland) and Alicia Whitsover (England) in their ﬁrst explicit sex roles ever. It features an original musical score and careful attention to capturing the real-life sounds of sex. Real, intense and emotional, Matinée takes a fresh look at what erotic ﬁlm can be. 
Production company & director

Blue Artichoke Films, an independent film label created by film enthusiast Jennifer Lyon Bell,  is dedicated to making artistic, unusual erotic films that portray sexuality in an emotionally realistic way. They make “Erotic Film For People Who Like Film.”
A Harvard-educated American erotic film director and curator based in Amsterdam, Jennifer writes and directs award-winning “explicit erotic films” combining authentic sex and arthouse values. They have screened all over the world at international festivals and cinemas in America, Europe, and Japan. In addition, she curates erotic-themed film programs and exhibitions for museums, arts institutions, and festivals including The Museum of Sex in New York, Ladyfest, Women Inc., and the San Francisco Indie Erotic Film Festival, and she is a former co-director of the Amsterdam Alternative Erotica Film Festival. She also gives lectures and leads workshops on erotica, porn, feminism, and film theory at institutions like the University of Amsterdam and the Dutch Film Academy. www.blueartichokeflms.com
Awards (see attachments for laurel images)

Matinée is the winner of these film awards:

· Melbourne Underground Film Festival (Best Film) ** 

· CineKink/NYC Film Festival (Best Short Narrative Film)

· Feminist Porn Awards, Toronto (Honorable Mention)

Matinée is also an official Selection at these film festivals (and more):

· Melbourne Underground Film Festival

· CineKink/NYC Film Festival

· Rated X Amsterdam Alternative Erotica Film Festival (world premiere)

· Strasbourg International Film Festival (French premiere)

· Stoutste Dromen festival, Antwerp Belgium (Belgian premiere)

· Porn FilmFestival Berlin (German premiere)

· Sexy International Film Festival
**NOTE: Matinée was selected by the Melbourne Underground Film Festival for its Australian premiere, but was then banned from festival screening by the Australian Classification Board due to its “sexual content”.  However, Matinée walked away with the jury prize for "Best Film" anyway! The festival directors supported the film so much that they wrote a press release defending Matinée to the international press, and elected to privately screen Matinée for the judges. Matinee’s Best Film award was the fortunate result.
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Trivia
1. Alicia Whitsover is a real-life mainstream theater actress now based in London, and Scottish co-star Steven McAlistair is a real-life modern/ballet dancer. They had never met before the auditions, nor ever acted in an adult film. They had a great time during the rehearsals and shoot, and remain friends.

2. Actor Steven McAlistair didn’t originally plan to audition for Matinée, but  —in a classic “discovered” story— came to keep an actor friend company when the friend auditioned. A trained dancer, Steve did not think of himself as an actor. Once at the audition, however, he thought the character might be right for him. He decided to give it a try, and ended up walking away with the role.

3. The audition process for Matinée was carefully crafted. In order to make sure that all the actors and actresses would be comfortable and fully understand the challenges of the role, director Jennifer created a multistage audition process. After reading the script, every actor and actress had an initial private conversation with director, and the chance to ask detailed questions. Subsequent auditions involved increasing involvement with the role: plain readings followed by improvisations followed by an improvisation involving nudity. Then finalists were paired and auditioned together. Finally, each finalist was asked which other partners he/she most preferred to work with.
4. The scenes were all shot on location in a theater in Amsterdam. Given everyone’s schedules, there wouldn’t be time to shuttle between locations during shooting, so Jennifer and the crew looked for a single theater with an attractive dressing room, stage, audience seating, and backstage area.

5. Director Jennifer Lyon Bell has an uncredited cameo as the theater assistant in the last scene.

6. The DVD of Matinée includes a special 25-minute “making of” documentary by a young Dutch director who has since gone on to make award-winning cinema documentaries himself.

Press reviews

“Intelligent, sensual, and downright sexy… And on top of all that, it’s hot! The sex is lusty, realistic and meaningful. The orgasms are real and the two actors really do have a good time together. …What more can you ask? ”

– ForTheGirls.com
 

“Bell, an American expat living in Amsterdam, would have been right at home with the ancient (1970s) pornographers like Gerard Damiano and Jackie Treehorn. Her ‘Matinée’ is a high-concept and beautifully shot interlude about feelings and the artist’s process…Yes, the two of them fuck onstage, but it is the leadup and execution that make ’Matinée’” more than a porn scene.

– Fleshbot

 

“Rides the line between erotica and old fashioned entertainment. …I thoroughly enjoyed Matinée…[it's] the bees knees when it comes to quality erotica. It spans the line between porn and erotica with grace and dignity.”

– Jamye Waxman, sex educator

 

“Excellent.”

– Gram Ponante, Gram Ponante.com

 

“Revolutionary erotica…What Ms. Bell is doing is a New Wave of cinema that intersects between explicit sex and independent film, and she’s taken the whole idea of what women’s erotica might be, or what might appeal to women, and has brought a kind of poetry into it that is very rare and utterly exhilarating.”

– Susie Bright, “In Bed With Susie Bright”

 

["Matinée"] shows an exciting experiment: The lead actors of a play throw away the script and improvise a love scene. Having real sex in front of an astonished audience ends up as thrilling as making love for the first time: How will each of them react to their partners’ advances? Can they get into the mood under the watchful eyes of the audience? And what on earth will the audience’s reaction be? A wonderful film, very natural and worlds away from fake porn plots and artificial bodies.

– Feigenblatt (The Fig Leaf, German women’s erotic magazine)
